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cities, you have to have an automobile 
to get around. In the 10 years I’ve been 
in Congress, I have not had any issue 
that has upset my constituents more, 
including the wars, than the gas prices 
we had 3 years ago. Yet here we are 
back in the same situation, with the 
prices of $105 for a barrel and $3.75 for 
a gallon of gas, and nothing has been 
done over the last 3 years by this ad-
ministration to deal with this issue. 
More recently, the Keystone pipeline, 
which would have helped bring a lot 
more oil into the marketplace by 
bringing it down from Canada to our 
refineries on the coast, has been denied 
by the President. 

He needs to be doing some things to 
help us. He says that people say, Drill, 
drill, drill, and that that won’t solve 
our problem. Well, the fact is it might 
have if we’d started 3 years ago when 
we had the last burst of high gas 
prices. He’s right, it won’t help deal 
with the current problem, but this is 
going to continue to be a perpetual 
problem if he doesn’t make some 
changes. He needs to authorize the 
drilling in the Outer Continental Shelf 
and in ANWR, and he needs to pass the 
Keystone pipeline. 

f 

GAS PRICES ARE RISING 

(Ms. HANABUSA asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Ms. HANABUSA. Gas prices are ris-
ing. We’ll see an average, some predict, 
of $5 per gallon by this summer. Some 
places are already there. 

Voices are rising, asking us, What 
are we doing to bring gas prices down? 

Mr. Speaker, we can agree that we 
must go beyond short-term fixes and 
that we must cure ourselves of this Na-
tion’s petroleum addiction. Yes, it is 
an addiction. 

Our constituents are asking, What’s 
causing it? What’s causing these gas 
prices? 

We know, when Iran threatens to 
close the Strait of Hormuz, prices soar. 
This is because one-fifth of the world’s 
oil supply goes through those straits. 

Mr. Speaker, America’s vision of our 
energy future must go beyond the next 
gas pump. We must look at the fun-
damentals of a new policy. Yes, diplo-
macy is part of that, but more impor-
tantly, it’s us. We must join hands to 
self-sufficiency and truly be committed 
to renewable resources. The President 
proudly pointed out to the marines and 
Navy in the State of the Union: 50 per-
cent sustainability. Let’s adopt that 
policy. 

f 

WE MUST PUT FREEDOM AND 
HUMAN RIGHTS FIRST 

(Mrs. DAVIS of California asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute.) 

Mrs. DAVIS of California. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to speak on an inter-
national issue that merits our atten-
tion here in Congress. This month, 

hundreds of thousands of concerned 
citizens, 140,000 and counting, have 
signed a petition to the White House. 
The petition calls on the administra-
tion to stop expanding trade with Viet-
nam at the expense of human rights. 

I know it’s hard for all of us here in 
this Chamber to imagine, but in Viet-
nam, the mere act of composing songs 
can be sufficient grounds for the Com-
munist government to put someone in 
jail. In fact, that’s exactly what hap-
pened to Viet Khang, a Vietnamese cit-
izen who was arrested and who is cur-
rently being detained for merely com-
posing and singing two protest songs 
about his own country. This arrest and 
many others in recent years are issues 
that have to be at the forefront of our 
trade negotiations with the Viet-
namese Government. 

I urge my colleagues to join me in 
urging the President to put freedom 
and human rights first. 

f 

COMMENDING PRESIDENT BARACK 
OBAMA’S COMMITMENT TO 
AMERICAN ENERGY 

(Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Mr. Speaker, 
President Obama recently announced 
$30 million in new funding as part of 
his energy research strategy to reduce 
our reliance on foreign oil and to pro-
vide Americans with new choices for 
vehicles that do not rely on gasoline. 
This crucial investment in advanced 
energy research will promote American 
innovation to diversify our Nation’s 
energy resources and create new jobs. 

Under President Obama’s leadership, 
America is now producing more oil 
than at any time in the last 8 years, 
and our dependence on foreign oil is at 
a 16-year low. Over the last 3 years, the 
Obama administration has approved 
dozens of new pipelines and has opened 
millions of acres for oil and gas explo-
ration. The Obama administration has 
also implemented the toughest fuel 
economy standards in history, which 
will cut oil consumption by 12 billion 
barrels and save American families $1.7 
trillion over the next 10 years. 

Mr. Speaker, I commend President 
Obama for taking these important 
steps to promote and to enhance our 
Nation’s energy needs. 

f 

b 1230 

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION 
OF H.R. 3606, JUMPSTART OUR 
BUSINESS STARTUPS ACT 

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, by di-
rection of the Committee on Rules, I 
call up House Resolution 572 and ask 
for its immediate consideration. 

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 572 

Resolved, That at any time after the adop-
tion of this resolution the Speaker may, pur-

suant to clause 2(b) of rule XVIII, declare the 
House resolved into the Committee of the 
Whole House on the state of the Union for 
consideration of the bill (H.R. 3606) to in-
crease American job creation and economic 
growth by improving access to the public 
capital markets for emerging growth compa-
nies. The first reading of the bill shall be dis-
pensed with. All points of order against con-
sideration of the bill are waived. General de-
bate shall be confined to the bill and shall 
not exceed one hour equally divided and con-
trolled by the chair and ranking minority 
member of the Committee on Financial 
Services. After general debate the bill shall 
be considered for amendment under the five- 
minute rule. In lieu of the amendment in the 
nature of a substitute recommended by the 
Committee on Financial Services now print-
ed in the bill, an amendment in the nature of 
a substitute consisting of the text of the 
Rules Committee Print 112–17 shall be con-
sidered as adopted in the House and in the 
Committee of the Whole. The bill, as amend-
ed, shall be considered as the original bill for 
the purpose of further amendment under the 
five-minute rule and shall be considered as 
read. All points of order against provisions 
in the bill, as amended, are waived. No fur-
ther amendment to the bill, as amended, 
shall be in order except those printed in the 
report of the Committee on Rules accom-
panying this resolution. Each such further 
amendment may be offered only in the order 
printed in the report, may be offered only by 
a Member designated in the report, shall be 
considered as read, shall be debatable for the 
time specified in the report equally divided 
and controlled by the proponent and an op-
ponent, shall not be subject to amendment, 
and shall not be subject to a demand for divi-
sion of the question in the House or in the 
Committee of the Whole. All points of order 
against such further amendments are 
waived. At the conclusion of consideration of 
the bill for amendment the Committee shall 
rise and report the bill, as amended, to the 
House with such further amendments as may 
have been adopted. The previous question 
shall be considered as ordered on the bill, as 
amended, and any further amendment there-
to to final passage without intervening mo-
tion except one motion to recommit with or 
without instructions. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
THOMPSON of Pennsylvania). The gen-
tleman from Texas is recognized for 1 
hour. 

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, for the 
purpose of debate only, I yield the cus-
tomary 30 minutes to my friend, the 
gentleman from Colorado (Mr. POLIS), 
pending which I yield myself such time 
as I may consume. During consider-
ation of this resolution, all time yield-
ed is for the purpose of debate only. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days to revise 
and extend their remarks. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Texas? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, today I 

rise in support of this rule and obvi-
ously the underlying bill. House Reso-
lution 572 provides a structured rule for 
H.R. 3606, that Jumpstart Our Business 
Startups, or what we also call the 
JOBS Act. The bill was introduced on 
December 8, 2011, by my friend, a 
bright young man who is one of the 
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